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COP24 Side Event 

Circular Economy in Built Environment 
Good Practices from the Nordic Countries, Europe and Globally 
 
The global One Planet Network programmes on buildings, procurement, tourism, lifestyles and education, consumer information 
and food systems are committed to accelerate the shift towards sustainable consumption and production in both developed 
and developing countries. They have also chosen circular economy as common means to implement SDG12. This Side Event aims 
at sharing good practices and identifying concrete action points how creating circular economy supports meeting our global 
challenges. 
 
The building sector has a huge potential to mitigate climate change through applying circularity principles providing at the same 
time important economic and social benefits. Examples of circular buildings and construction show how much has been already 
successfully done. The policymakers, investors and construction clients have control over the business models and contractual 
frameworks in which built environment assets are created and operated. Their actions can maximise impacts at all scales along 
the value chain. 
 
After introducing examples of circular policies and practices with their benefits, interactive debate follows on who should be 
leading the way, how the whole value chain can be engaged and what can we learn from what has already been made. The event 
is concluded by stepping stones ahead. 
 
The Networking Event is organized by Sustainable Buildings and Construction Programme (SBC) which is one of the thematic 
programmes of the UN One Planet Network Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production. SBC is led by Finnish 
Ministry of the Environment. Co-organizers of the event are Development Alternatives (India) Energies2050 (France) and 
WBCSD (Switzerland). The work in SBC aims at developing a common global framework and global report for circular economy 
in buildings and construction.  
 
  



Programme 
	
Chaired by Pekka Huovila, SBC Programme Coordinator  
 
13:30 – 14:00   Setting the Scene for pan-European Collaboration in Circular Built Environment 

How circularity meets the Paris Climate Agreement, Agenda 2030 SDGs and UN-Habitat New Urban Agenda 
 
13:30 – 13:40 One Planet Network Approach to Circular Economy in the Built Environment 

Pekka Huovila, SBC Coordinator 
Case studies from the Nordic countries and Europe 

13:40 – 13:50 Scaling the Circular Built Environment – Pathways for Businesses and Governments 
Launch of the WBCSD report 
Highlights from the Circularity Gap Report from Europe and China (to be launched in January) 
Roy Antink, Stora Enso 

13:50 – 14:00 immediate feedback from the audience 

14:00 – 14:45   Interactive Discussion with the Panel 
Applicability of the presented approach at a global scale 
Circular Solutions in the Global South 

14:00 – 14:10 Applying Circularity Principles in the built environment in Africa or of the importance of traditional knowledge 
in a context of urban development 
Stéphane Pouffary, ENERGIES 2050, France 

14:10 – 14:20 Circular Economy in India – Practice to Policy Connect 
Dr. Soumen Maity, Development Alternatives, India 

14:20 – 14:25 Science-based Targets: circular economy to support decarbonization of the building and construction value 
chain 
Luca de Giovanetti, WBCSD, Switzerland 

14:25 – 14:50 Debate with the Audience 

14:50 – 15:00   Conclusions 
Stepping Stones Ahead 
 

Further information 

Pekka Huovila Green Building Council Finland pekka.huovila@figbc.fi tel. +358 40 5460855 
 
https://www.norden.org/da/node/24809  
One Planet Network is committed to accelerate the shift towards sustainable consumption and production in 
developed and developing countries. Circular economy has been chosen as common means to implement SDG12. 
This Side Event shares good practices in circular construction with action points to mitigate climate change with 
sustainable business models. 


